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Method of Istinja 

Method of Cleansing the Excretory Organs 



This booklet was written by Shaykh-e-Tarlqat Amlr-e-Ahl- 
e-Sunnat, the founder of Dawat-e-Islami 'Allamah Maulana 



Abu Bilal Muhammad Ilyas 'Attar Qadirl Razavi ^ij^fes^is 
in Urdu. The translation Majlis has translated this booklet 
into English. If you find any mistake in the translation or 
composing, please inform translation Majlis on the following 
postal or email address and gain reward [Sawab] . 



Translation Majlis (Dawat-e-Islami) 

Alami Madani Markaz, Faizan-e-Madina, Mahalla Saudagran, 
Old Sabzi Mandi, Baab-ul-Madina, Karachi, Pakistan 

Contact # +92-21-34921389 to 91 

translation@dawateislami.net 
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Method of Cleansing the Excretory Organs 



Satan would try his best to prevent but you do read this booklet 
completely; J4.s5^*lJteT-&&i you will see benefits of it yourself. 




Excellence of Salat-'Alan-Nabi 

The Prophet of Mankind, the Peace of our Heart and Mind, 
the most Generous and Kind JU> «ab ssfe <JM &i>! j^ has said, 'You 
should embellish your gatherings by invoking Salat upon me 
as your recitation of Salat upon me would be refulgence (Nur) 
for you on the Day of Judgment.' (Al-Jami'us-SagTr, pp. 280, Hadil 



4580) 
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JiJls&Jblj-* v^lJ^I^U 



Torment Alleviated 



Sayyiduna Ibn 'Abbas u^ju^t^ has reported that the Sultan 
of Madinah J^3 4* *&> J^ ai>i J^ passed by two graves and said 



Hanafi 
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(revealing the knowledge of the Ghayb), c Both of them in the 
graves are being tormented and they are not being tormented 
due to something major (which is difficult to avoid). Instead 
one had not been refraining from urine sprinkles and the other 
one had been indulging in tale-telling.' 

Then the Merciful Prophet JUs -j\s &fe JfcS ahi j* asked for a fresh 
twig of a date-tree, sheared it along the length in two halves, 
planted one on each grave and declared, 'Torment of both will 
be alleviated till these desiccate (dry out).' (SunanNasaii,pp. 13, 

Hadis 31) (SahTh BukharT, pp. 90, vol. 1, Hadis 216) 



i^i^jL^^iiij^ 
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♦♦♦ 



Jinns and devils reside in the toilets. If ^JJI^o^—j is recited 
before entering, they will not be able to see the Sitr-ul- 
'Awrah (private parts of the body) by virtue of this 
recitation. 



i 



It is reported in a Hadis, 'Recitation of <UJt ^j^j whilst 
going to toilet becomes a veiling between eyesight of Jins 
and Sitr-ul- c Awrah of the people.' (JamV Tirmiihpp. 113, vol. 
11, Hadis 606) That is, the manner in which a wall or a 
curtain becomes a barrier to the vision of people, similarly 
this invocation of Allah's JU-5j£ name will be a barrier to 
the vision of Jinns such that the Jinns will not be able to 

see him. (Mirat-ul ManajTh, pp. 268, vol. 1) 
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$♦ Recite *JJt *~—j before entering the toilet; however it is 
better to recite the following supplication (recite Salat- 
'Alan-Nabl before and after it). 



*4&\Zi4*l\fr& i tiLty%d$*L)\rL i 



Translation: With the name of Allah J^rM O Allah J^, I seek 

Your refuge from evil Jinns (male & female). 

(Kitab-ud-Du'a, pp. 132, HadTs 357) 



♦ 



♦ 



♦ 



♦ 



♦ 



♦ 



Then enter the toilet with the left foot first. 



Keep the head covered while performing Istinja. 
It is not permissible to enter the toilet bare headed. 

Do not face nor orient your back towards the Holy Qiblah 
while seating for defecation or urination. If seated with 
the face or back oriented towards the Qiblah accidentally, 
immediately change the direction beyond 45° as soon as 
you recall. There is a hope in this case that he will be 
forgiven then and there. 



Do not make the children defecate or urinate whilst 
keeping their face or back towards the Qiblah. If someone 
does, he will be a sinner. 



One should not take off his clothes until he is about to sit 
for defecation/ urination. Also, one should not uncover 
the body more than what is required. 
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♦ 



♦ 



Then, widening the gap between the feet, sit whilst applying 
the weight of the body on the left foot as it expands the 
anus and the waste excretes comfortably. 

Contemplation on religious rulings should not be done as 
it is a cause of deprivation. 

Do not utter the reply to one's sneezing, Salam and Azan 
(call for Salah) orally at that time. 

►> Do not utter <uj i»U*J! orally if you sneeze; instead, utter 
it within your heart. 



♦ 



♦ 



♦ 



♦♦♦ 



♦ 



♦ 



Conversation should not be done. 



Do not look at your private part. 

Do not look at the faeces excreted from the body. 



I* Do not remain seated idly in the toilet as it poses the risk 
of piles. 



£♦ Do not spit into the urine; nor sniff the nose nor clear 
your throat; do not look here and there frequently; do not 
touch the body unnecessarily; do not look towards the sky; 
instead, keep the head bowed down with humility. 



After defecating, first wash the urinary organ, and then 
wash the anus. 



The Mustahab method of using water for Istinja is as 
follows: 
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♦ 



♦ 



Sit with the feet wide apart, pour water gradually with the 
right hand, wash the anus using the palmer aspect (side) 
of the fingers without using the finger tips and keep the 
middle finger higher than its adjacent ring finger and the 
ring finger higher than the pinky. Keep the ewer high in 
order to protect it from sprinkles. 



It is Makruh to do Istinja with the right hand. When 
washing the excretory area, apply pressure as you 
normally would to force the faeces out so that anus is 
thoroughly washed, such that no sticky traces remain. If 
one is fasting, he should not apply pressure. 



After one has attained the state of purification, the hands 
have also become purified; however, wash them using soap 

etc. (Bahar-e-SharT'at, pp. 408 to 413, vol. 1), (Rad ul Muhtar pp. 615 
etc. vol. 1) 



Step out with the right foot first whilst exiting from the 
toilet. Recite this supplication after exit (invoke Salat- 
'Alan-Nabl JU^s^jufe&i J^> before and after it): 




^iJls^Ji 



^c^lyT 



Translation: All Praise is for Allah JWsS^ who distanced harmful 
things from me and bestowed me with tranquillity. 

(Sunan Ibn Majah, pp. 193, vol. 1, HadTs 301) 
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It is even better to add the following supplication so that one 

may act upon two Ahadis: "4Lj!j-L£" (Translation: I ask 
absolution from Allah J*s5*-). (JamV Tirmizi, pp. 87, vol. 1, Hadis 7) 




<^\&\U 



How is it to Use Zam Zam Water for Istinja 



♦ 



It is Makruh to use Zam Zam for Istinja, and impermissible 
if lumps of dry earth (stone) have not been used (before 

it). (Bahar-e-SharV at, pp. 413, vol. 1) 



♦ 



♦ 



It is Khilaf-u-Aula (undesirable) to use water leftover from 
Wudu for Istinja.f ibid) 

Water leftover after Istinja can be used for Wudu. Some 
people throw it away; this is not good and is considered as 
wasting, (ibid) 



Install W.C. in the Right Direction 

If, Allah JU-3J^ forbid, the direction of the W.C. (water closet) in 
your home is incorrect i.e. when seating on it, the face or back 
is oriented towards the Holy Qiblah, take prompt measures to 
rectify [the direction] . 



Keep in mind that tilting [the direction] a little is not sufficient. 
The W.C. should be installed such that the face or back point 
in a direction beyond 45°F from the direction of Qiblah. It is 
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most convenient if the toilet is installed in a direction 
perpendicular to the direction of the Holy Qiblah i.e. the 
direction of W.C. maybe kept in either of the two directions in 
which Salam is paid at the end of Salah. 



Wash Your Feet after Istinja 

While using water for Istinja, some water usually splashes over 
the ankles of the feet. Hence precaution is to purify those parts 
of the feet [after you are done with the Istinja]. Be careful; that 
the water does not splash onto your clothes and other parts 
while washing your feet. 



How is it to Urinate in a Burrow 

The Merciful Prophet J^> *fe *& J^ &bt J^ states, "None of you 
should urinate in a burrow." (Sunan Nasaii, pp. 14, Hadis 34) 



Martyrdom Caused by a Jin 

Shaykh Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan d^\ & **-z* *&l has stated: Juhr 
either means a burrow in the ground or a crack in the wall. 
Poisonous animals or weak creatures like ants or Jinns often 
dwell in the burrows. Ants will face trouble by urine or water 
and snakes/Jinns will come out to harm us. That is why 
urination in such places was prohibited. 



The companion Sayyiduna Sa'd bin 'Ubadah 4s.Jts&i»ta*? died in 
this way. He as.Jfc5*&iaa? urinated in a burrow. A Jin came out 

7 



Method of Istinja 



and martyred him. People then heard a voice from that burrow 
stating: 



«l*Jjd! & j&i i\l& 'J'ML &dJ^ z(r'£\ JCU \M$ 

i.e. We have martyred Sa'd bin 'Ubadah *s.JfcS*i>iG^, the chief of the 
Khazraj tribe and we struck such an arrow which penetrated his 

heart. 

(Mirat-ul MandjTh, pp. 267, vol. 1) (Mirqat-ul Mafatih, pp. 72, vol. 2) 

(Ashi'at-ul-Lam'at, pp. 220, vol. 1) 



May Allah 3*-/¥- bless him and forgive us for his sake! 



j^^j*^^^ ^ 



.« x- u> 



How is it to Urinate in Bathing Area 

The Sultan of Madinah JUs^b^JbS&ijij^ said, 'Nobody should 
pass urine in the bathing area; as taking a bath or performing 
Wudu in that area causes Satanic whispers to occur.' (Sunan Abi 

Daw ud, pp. 44, vol. 1, HadTs 44) 

Commenting on the aforementioned Hadis, the renowned 
Mufassir of the Holy Quran, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan 6^i^^ 
has said, 'There is no harm in urinating in the bathing area if it 
has a hard floor and provision for drainage; however, it is 
better to avoid it. But if it does not have a hard floor nor a 
drain, then passing urine in that area is very bad as the ground 
will become unclean and unclean water will splash back on to 
the body during bathing or doing Wudu. 
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Here (in that Hadis), this second case has been addressed. This 
Hadis refers to the second case, because the prohibition has 
been highly emphasized; it causes satanic whispers and baseless 
thoughts, which have been observed to occur; or satanic 
whispers of sprinkles of urine splashing back will remain in 

[one's] thought.' (Mirat-ul ManajTh, pp. 266, vol. 1) 



Rulings Regarding Use of Lumps of Earth for Istinja 

♦ It is Sunnah to use lumps of earth for doing Istinja when 
the waste is excreted from the private organs. It is also 
permissible to purify using only water. However, it is 
Mustahab to use water for cleansing after having used 
lumps of earth. 

Besides urine and stool, if some other impurities like blood, 
pus etc. emerge out from excretory organs, or if impurity 
sticks there from outside, mopping by mud clod will still 
render cleanness provided that impurity is not beyond 
that (excretory) exit; but washing is Mustahab. 



♦ 



J* The number of the lumps of earth to use has not been 
specified in the Sunnah; instead, the quantity should be 
sufficient to attain the state of purity. If one lump of earth 
is sufficient then the Sunnah will be deemed fulfilled, and 
if three lumps of earth were used but purity was not 
achieved, then Sunnah will be deemed unfulfilled. However, 
it is Mustahab to use an odd quantity of the lumps but 
they should be at least three. If you achieve purity using 
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♦ 



♦ 



♦ 



♦ 



one or two lumps, then add extras to complete the quantity 
to three that is to the nearest odd number; so, if you 
needed four then use another to round it off to five. 



Purification by lumps of earth are only applicable if the 
impurity does not spread on an area more than the size of 
a Dirham 1 around the exit points of the excretory organs 
and if the area affected is more than the size of a Dirham, 
then it is Fard to wash them. However, the use of lumps 
of earth is still a Sunnah. 



Pebbles, stones, torn pieces of cloth; all fall in the category 
of lumps of earth and it is permissible to use them for 
purifying without any aversion (Karahat) whatsoever. (It 
is better to use torn pieces of cloth or worthless leftover 
pieces of cloth (cotton) that the tailors throw away so that 
they can absorb the impurities quickly). 

For Istinja, it is Makruh to use bones, food, dung, bricks, 
shard, glass, coal, fodder for the livestock and things that 
have some value even if they are worth only a penny. 

Use of paper for Istinja is prohibited whether nothing is 
printed on it or name of some disbeliever like Abu Jahl is 
inscribed on it. 



It is Makruh to do Istinja with the right hand; but if the 
left is disabled, then using the right hand is permissible. 



1 An ancient coin, size of which is sometimes used as unit of area, see Page. 389, Vol. 1 of 
Bahar-e-Shari'at for details about the Dirham. 
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♦ 



♦ 



♦ 



♦;♦ 



It is Makruh to reuse a lump of earth that has already 
been used once for Istinja; however, if the other side is 
still clean, then that (side) may be used. 

The method of using lumps of earth for purifying the 
anus for a man during the summer is to wipe [the anus 
using] the first lump of earth from the front towards the 
back; the second, from the back towards the front; and 
the third, from the front towards the back. In the winter 
[the directions are reversed]; the first from the back 
towards the front; the second, from the front towards the 
back; and the third, from the back towards the front. 

It is Mustahab to keep the clean lumps of earth on the 
right side and to place the used ones on the left such that 
the unclean side remains at the bottom. (Bahar-e-Shari'at, pp. 

410 to 412 vol 1) ( 'AlamgTrTpp. 48-50 vol. 1) 

Religious Scholars have permitted the use of toilet paper 
as it is produced solely for this purpose and it is not used 
for writing. However it is better to use lumps of earth. 



Lumps of Earth and Scientific Research 

According to a research, sand (earth) contains Ammonium 
Chloride and other elements that neutralize foul odour. Urine 
and stool are full of bacteria and are harmful if they remain on 
the body. There are risks of developing various diseases if 
traces of these impurities are left on the body. Dr. Hulook has 
stated that the use of lumps of earth for Istinja has astonished 

11 



Method of Istinja 



the scientific world. All elements of the sand are antimicrobial 
(kill germs); hence, the use of earth kills bacteria present on 
the excretory organs. In addition, its use prevents cancer of the 
urinary organ. 



Disclosure by a Disbelieving Aged Doctor 

Dear Islamic brothers! Urinating and Defecating according to 
Sunnah is rewarding in the Hereafter and protects one from 
diseases in this world. Even disbelievers (of Islam) sometimes 
acknowledge the benefits of Islamic traditions. The following 
is an example of such an incident. 

A senior professor of physiology states: I was in Marrakesh 
those days. I was suffering from fever. I visited an experienced, 
aged doctor who was not a Muslim. He asked me if I was a 
Muslim. I replied, c Yes, I am a Muslim and I am from Pakistan.' 
Hearing this he said, c If one of the tradition dictated by your 
Prophet JUs-jjls^JtefoiriJ* is revived in your Pakistan, the people 
of Pakistan may be protected from many diseases.' 

I asked out of astonishment, c What is that tradition?' He said, 
c If sitting for defecation is done according to Islamic traditions, 
diseases like appendicitis, long lasting constipation, and 
disorders of the kidney maybe prevented.' 



Method of Sitting for Defecation 

Dear Islamic brothers! Certainly you would like to know what 
that marvellous method is. So pay attention. Sayyiduna Suraqah 
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bin Malik &~ JkSakicj*? says, 'The beloved and blessed Rasul of 
Allah J*y*iu&fc i }\sS*&i\fc> ordered us to put weight on the left foot 
during defecation and to keep the right leg upright.' (Majma'-uz- 

Zawaid, pp. 488, vol. 1, HadTs 1020) 



Wisdom in Applying Weight on the Left Foot 

While sitting for defecation, keeping the right leg upright in its 
normal state and applying your (body) weight on the left foot 
causes the descending colon, which lies on the left side and 
carries faeces, to open up properly. Therefore, the waste excretes 
easily and completely. Obviously when the intestines are cleaned 
properly, many diseases will be averted. 



The Chair-like Commode 

Alas! Nowadays the use of the chair-like commode for Istinja 
is ever growing. The legs do not stretch out properly while 
sitting on it, like that in a chair and one cannot apply the body 
weight on the left foot. Thus, pressure is not exerted on the 
intestines and the stomach, resulting in improper excretion 
and residues of faeces in the intestines. This causes several 
disorders of the intestines and stomach. The use of a commode 
also causes neurological stress and poses a risk of post-urination 
leakage. 



Cancer of the Urinary Organs 

It is extremely difficult to perform Istinja on a commode and 
also keep the body and clothes purified. People normally use 
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